CLERY ACT DEFINITIONS

HATE CRIME BIAS CATEGORIES

Race

A preformed negative attitude foward a group of persons who possess
common physical characteristics, e.g., color of skin, eyes, and/or hair;
facial features, etc., genetically transmitted by descent and heredity
which distinguish them as a distinct division of humankind, e.g., Asians,
blacks or African Americans, whites.

Gender

A preformed negative opinion or attitude toward a person or group
of persons based on their actual or perceived gender, e.g., male or
female.

Gender Identity

A preformed negative opinion or attitude toward a person or group

of persons based on their actual or perceived gender identity, e.g.,
bias against transgender or gender non-conforming individuals.
Gender non-conforming describes a person who does not conform

to the gender-based expectations of society, e.g., a woman dressed

in traditionally male clothing or a man wearing makeup. A gender
non-conforming person may or may not be a lesbian, gay, bisexual, or
transgender person but may be perceived as such.

Religion

A preformed negative opinion or attitude toward a group of persons
who share the same religious beliefs regarding the origin and
purpose of the universe and the existence or nonexistence of a
supreme being, e.g., Catholics, Jews, Protestants, atheists.

Sexual Orientation

A preformed negative opinion or attitude toward a group of persons
based on their actual or perceived sexual orientation. Sexual
Orientation is the term for a person’s physical, romantic, and/or
emotional attraction to members of the same and/or opposite sex,
including lesbian, gay, bisexual, and heterosexual (straight) individuals.

Ethnicity

A preformed negative opinion or attitude foward a group of people
whose members identify with each other, through a common heritage,
often consisting of a common language, common culture (often
including a shared religion) and/or ideology that stresses common
ancestry. The concept of ethnicity differs from the closely related term
“race” in that “race” refers to a grouping based mostly upon biological
criteria, while “ethnicity” also encompasses additional cultural factors.

National Origin

A preformed negative opinion or attitude tfoward a group of people
based on their actual or perceived country of birth. This bias may be
against people that have a name or accent associated with a national
origin group, participate in certain customs associated with a national
origin group, or because they are married to or associate with people
of a certain national origin.

Disability

Preformed negative opinion or attitude toward a group of persons
based on their physical or mental impairments, whether such disability
is temporary or permanent, congenital or acquired by heredity,
accident, injury, advanced age or illness.
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