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CLASS OF 2016 IS COLORADO COLLEGE’S
MOST DIVERSE, SELECTIVE CLASS EVER
 CC to present three honorary degrees at Opening Convocation

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. – Aug. 29, 2012 – Colorado College will welcome the Class of 2016, the most diverse and selective class ever, at Opening Convocation at 9 a.m. Monday, Sept. 3 at Shove Memorial Chapel, 1010 N. Nevada Ave. The ceremony marks the beginning of Colorado College’s 139th academic year.

The 522 first-year students were selected from 5,568 applicants, the largest applicant pool in the college’s history. Additionally, 27 percent of the incoming class is a member of an American ethnic minority and 80 percent of the class is active in community service. In addition to the first-year students, 31 transfer students will join the CC community.

Samuel Taylor, director of the Carnegie Museum of Natural History in Pittsburgh and a 1973 graduate of Colorado College, will deliver the keynote address, titled “Coloring Outside the Lines: Pursuing an Interdisciplinary Life.” Taylor’s address is part of Colorado College’s new “First Mondays” program, a campus-wide forum that creates opportunities for the whole community to gather. In addition to Taylor, Harlene Hayne, a leading researcher in childhood memory and professor and chancellor at Otago University in New Zealand, and Jim Lewis, a dramaturge, writer, librettist and multiple Tony Award-nominee, will receive honorary degrees at the ceremony.
The Carnegie Museum of Natural History is ranked among the top five natural history museums in the U.S., with an international reputation for research. In his current role as director of the museum, Taylor conceived and is carrying out a radical reorganization of the austere, revered, 116-year-old institution, establishing strategic centers with themes attuned to contemporary and future needs of society. The aim is to acquaint the public with the vitality of the museum’s research mission by developing the means for civic participation in research and lifelong learning. 
Upon graduating from CC with a degree in biology, Taylor earmed a master’s degree from the Marine Science Institute, University of California, Santa Barbara in 1978, followed by a Ph.D. in science education from the University of California, Berkeley in 1986. His training as a marine biologist lends to his success as a science educator with a particular ability to devise creative, effective ways to communicate science to the general public. Taylor has won the admiration and support of local and national museum-goers through his innovative works at such prestigious institutions as the American Museum of Natural History in New York, California Academy of Sciences, and Carnegie Museum of Natural History.

Hayne graduated from Colorado College in 1983 and is a leading researcher in childhood memory and a professor at Otago University, New Zealand’s oldest university. Last year she became vice-chancellor of the university – the first woman ever to hold the position. Raised in Colorado, Hayne graduated from Colorado College with honors in 1983, and then obtained her doctorate in psychology from Rutgers University. Before joining Otago University in 1992, she was a postdoctoral fellow at Princeton University.  

Hayne is a fellow of the Royal Society of New Zealand and the American Psychological Society. She was a recipient of the prestigious Robert L. Fantz Award for Excellence in Infancy Research. She also served as president of the International Society for Developmental Psychobiology, and as co-chair of the New Zealand Science Advisory Committee on reducing psychological morbidity during adolescence. She currently is the co-director of the New Zealand Innocence Project and was made an officer of the New Zealand Order of Merit in 2009.  

Lewis, a history and philosophy major who graduated from CC in 1980, was nominated for a 2010 Tony Award for “Best Book of a Musical” for “Fela!” which won three Tony’s and received 11 Tony nominations, including “Best Musical.” He was co-writer, co-conceiver and co-librettist of this acclaimed musical about Nigerian superstar Fela Kuti. It currently is on a two-year international tour, playing in theaters in Amsterdam; Lagos, Nigeria; and the National Theatre in London, among others. “Fela!” was filmed by NT Live films for broadcast to 36 countries.
In 2009, Lewis achieved a rare double nomination for “Outstanding Musical” for two different shows in the same season: “Fela!” and “This Beautiful City” (with The Civilians.) His other Broadway work includes “Chronicle of a Death Foretold, which received Tony and Drama Desk nominations and “Dangerous Games.” With Graciela Daniela, he created “Tango Apasionado,” adapted from stories by Borges. The New York Public Library for the Performing Arts filmed all these productions for their Theater on Film archives. Jim’s translation of Ionesco’s “The Chairs” and adaptation of Ibsen’s “Lady From the Sea” have been produced internationally. 
Opening Convocation begins the academic year and helps to welcome the Class of 2016. This year’s class brings a wealth of knowledge, experience and talent to the campus. The incoming class features:
· Students who speak 36 different languages, including Hokkien, Malayalam, Ngabe, Sotho and Telugu 
· 78 editors of student publications, nine Eagle Scouts, one recipient of the Girl Scout Gold Award, 82 presidents of a club or organization,  61 debaters, a volunteer firefighter and a lead vocalist in a rap group
· 54 who have studied or volunteered abroad, pursuing activities such as sea turtle conservation in Costa Rica, pedal-powered blenders in Nicaragua, and making water filters in Bolivia

· 10 Special Olympics volunteers

· Two students who developed summer camps

· A writer for Bangladeshi travel company
· An Olympic silver figure skiing medalist and a competitive ice dancer
First-year and transfer students arrived on campus Aug. 25 and will participate in a week of orientation activities, which culminate in 64 community-service trips throughout the Southwest. The new-student orientation trips are led by student leaders and include opportunities in the backcountry for trail maintenance and campsite restoration work, as well as volunteer work at animal shelters, charter schools, museums and emergency food and shelter sites. Together, the incoming students and student leaders will contribute 10,000 hours of volunteer service to organizations throughout the Southwest – before they even begin classes.
For information on “First Mondays,” go to http://www.coloradocollege.edu/other/firstmondays/
For information, directions or disability accommodation at the event, members of the public may call (719) 389-6607.
About Colorado College
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts college that was founded in Colorado Springs in 1874. The college operates on the innovative Block Plan, in which its approximately 2,000 undergraduate students study one course at a time in intensive 3½-week segments. The college also offers a master of arts in teaching degree. For more information, visit www.ColoradoCollege.edu <http://www.ColoradoCollege.edu>.

